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Drawing Scales

ISO Format: 

Diminishing Scale, e.g.:    1:5  (read as one to five) this means the view is 5 times smaller than the 

size of the object

Magnification Scale, e.g.:  2:1 (read as two to one) this means the view is 2 times bigger than the 

size of the object

ANSI Format: 

Diminishing Scale, e.g.:    1/5  (read as one to five) this means the view is 5 times smaller than the 

size of the object

Magnification Scale, e.g.:  2/1 (read as two to one) this means the view is 2 times bigger than the 

size of the object

Some drafters use the following format in writing the drawing scale (This fomat is not 

recommended) 

1=5,  this means scale is 1:5

2=1  this means scale is 2:1


